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Term 1 has been a busy and exciting start to the school 
year. We have welcomed new staff and many new 
students into our school community, and it has been 
wonderful to see everyone settling in and engaging 
with school life.

Throughout the term, students have had the opportunity 
to participate in multiple excursions, broadening their 
learning experiences beyond the classroom. Highlights 
included a fun-filled day at the Leeton Pool, the 
informative and engaging RYDA Excursion, and a visit 
to the Griffith Regional Art Gallery to explore the Bald 
Archie Exhibition. These experiences have enriched our 
students’ learning and provided valuable opportunities 
for personal growth.

We are also incredibly grateful for the continued support 
of our local community. Many of our students access 
a range of community services, and we appreciate the 
partnerships that help us provide additional support 
and opportunities for them.

A special mention goes to Brenda, Brad, and Madi, 
who have been working hard to fundraise for next 
term’s Stage 6 Wellbeing Excursion. Their dedication 
and effort have been outstanding, and we thank 
them for their commitment to making this important 
experience possible.

Sadly, our incredible English teacher, Kirsty, is moving 
away from Griffith and so will be finishing up at WRCS at 
the end of this term. Kirsty has been an integral part of the 
school community for the last 6 years and her presence 
will be missed. We are devastated that she is leaving us, 
but wish her all the best on her next adventure. 

We appreciate the ongoing 
support from our school 
community and look forward 
to another great term ahead.

Jaz Dossetor 
Head of Teaching & Learning

Head of Teaching & Learning Report

Day trip to the Leeton Pool.
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Members of the public, the local Council, students, families, staff and supporters all came together on the 28th of 
February 2025 for the official opening of our new school location.

Pictured cutting the cake and making it official is our Principal, David Martin. More images from this fantastic day 
can be viewed on our Facebook page. Thank you to our supporters and everyone involved in making this a special 
day, helping us to celebrate this enormous achievement.

WRCS Official Opening Ceremony
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This term in our wellbeing class, we have been focusing on building 
resilience, self-awareness, and a positive learning mindset. A major 
focus has been the Ready to Learn scale, which helps students 
assess their emotional state before engaging in learning. Students 
created their own Ready to Learn Scale based on their interests 
and were very creative in their efforts! By identifying where they 
are on the scale, students can develop strategies to regulate their 
emotions. This self-awareness allows them to make adjustments, 
whether through deep breathing, movement breaks, or mindfulness 
exercises, ensuring they are in the best possible state to engage 
with their learning.

Another highlight of our wellbeing journey has been identifying 
and celebrating character strengths. By recognising their own 
strengths—such as kindness, creativity, perseverance, and teamwork 
—students gain a greater sense of self-worth and purpose. We 
also encouraged students to spot these strengths in their peers, 
fostering a culture of positivity and mutual respect within the class.

Harmony Day
In celebration of Harmony Day, students worked together to create 
a rock garden. Each student painted a rock with words or images 
that represent harmony in our school community. This creative and 
hands-on project symbolises our commitment to inclusion, respect, 
and the beauty of diversity. The finished rock garden reflects our 
school’s commitment to positivity, resilience, and respect, reminding 
us to uphold these values every day.

As we continue on our wellbeing journey, we encourage students 
to apply these skills beyond the classroom. By fostering self-
awareness, managing stress effectively, recognising personal 
strengths, and contributing to a positive community, students are 
developing lifelong skills that will support them in all aspects of life.

Kirsty Cammish & Maddy Robinson, Wellbeing Teachers

Term 1  Wellbeing Report
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Student Activities – English

Stage 5 English
This term, Stage 5 English students studied Us Mob Walawurru, a novel 
that examines themes of identity, culture, and belonging. Through close 
reading and analysis, students investigated how the text represents 
Indigenous perspectives and the importance of cultural connection.

Throughout the unit, students refined their literacy skills by analysing 
language features, narrative structure, and characterisation. They 
considered how the protagonist, Ruby, navigates her identity and what 
this journey reveals about broader Indigenous experiences.

For their assessment task, students had a choice of five themes shown 
in the novel, each with discussion questions for an extended response. 
This task challenged students to use textual evidence and explore the 
ways in which language shapes meaning.

Kirsty Cammish & Jasmine Dossetor, English Teachers

Stage 6 English
This term, Stage 6 English studies students explored self-discovery, self-perception, 
and the shared human experience through personal narratives and documentaries.

We began by reflecting on fundamental questions: “Who am I?” and “How do 
we see ourselves?” Our discussions examined how identity is shaped by society, 
culture, personal experiences, and relationships. We came to understand that our 
sense of self is not fixed but constantly evolving.

Our exploration deepened as we engaged with moving personal stories from 
The Moth, connecting with the triumphs and struggles of others. These narratives 
fostered empathy and encouraged us to reflect on our own experiences. We also 
viewed life story documentaries, including No Arms No Legs No Worries, which 
follows Nick Vujicic’s journey of resilience. His story, along with others, sparked 
meaningful discussions on overcoming adversity.

As we approached our assessment, we applied our learning by crafting our own 
life story narratives in The Moth style. Through our writing, we aimed to convey 
deep emotions and personal insights, creating stories that resonate with the 
universal human experience.

Kirsty Cammish & Maddy Robinson, English Studies Teachers

This task challenged students to ... explore the 
ways in which language shapes meaning.

?

?
?
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Student Activities – Aboriginal Studies

Stage 6 Aboriginal Studies
This term, Stage 6 Aboriginal Studies students have been exploring key 
Indigenous events and themes in the unit Living History: Exploring Key 
Indigenous Milestones. This unit helps students understand the impact 
of colonisation, activism, and reconciliation on Aboriginal peoples 
and their culture.

Through research, discussions, creative projects, and debates, 
students have examined how colonial policies, laws, and media 
have shaped Aboriginal identity and heritage. They have also 
compared Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal perspectives on land 
rights and cultural expression, considering their impact on social 
justice and resilience.

By studying important moments in Indigenous activism and reconciliation, 
students have developed a deeper understanding of history and its ongoing 
effects. This unit encourages them to think critically about the past and how they 
can contribute to a more inclusive and just future.

Madison Penrith, Aboriginal Studies Teacher 

Left: News Article created 
by Tobias Johnson.
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Student Activities – Agriculture

Stage 6 Agriculture
With 2025 marking the introduction of Agriculture as a subject at our school, 
Term One began with students exploring the foundations of agriculture in our 
region. They examined how agriculture is defined and the various agricultural 
systems in place, developing a broad understanding of agricultural production 
before delving into more specific topics. Visits to local farming businesses 
provided valuable hands-on learning experiences, allowing students to apply 
their knowledge and gain insight into the dynamic and interactive nature of 
the industry.

Mid-term, the focus shifted to Animal Production, with a particular emphasis 
on Sheep Production. Students explored key concepts such as feed lotting, 
genetics, and the history of sheep farming in NSW. Through this study, they have 
begun to gain an appreciation for the complexities of livestock management 
and the role of agriculture in shaping our economy and communities.

Brenda McKinnon, Agriculture Teacher
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Stage 5 Science
In Term One, Year 9 and 10 Science students have been exploring Data Science and Chemical Reactions.

As part of their learning, they completed a Large Dataset Depth Study on a topic of their choice. Students worked 
with extensive datasets to create effective graphs to then analyse trends and patterns in the data.

Some of the topics investigated included the Great Barrier Reef, income 
inequality, and air pollution.

We have now begun our unit on chemical reactions.

Students have observed exciting demonstrations, such as burning 
magnesium, which produces an intense white light, and reacting lithium 
with water, creating a deep red flame. The latter experiment highlighted 
important safety considerations surrounding lithium batteries, commonly 
found in laptops and electric vehicles.

Bradley Radovanovic, Science Teacher

Student Activities – Food Technology & Science

Stage 6 Food Tech
This term, Stage 6 students have undergone a thorough analysis of food 
handling, hygiene and safety in the kitchen. They have explored the 
importance of cleanliness, proper food storage, contamination prevention, 
and temperature control in food preparation. 

Through practical activities and real-world case 
studies, students can now accurately identify 
common food hazards and how to prevent them, 
preparing them for responsibilities in their personal 
and/or professional life outside of school! 

Some of the delicious meals that students cooked 
this term are; beef stroganoff, mini pizzas, apple 
crumble, pancakes, baked mac & cheese, chocolate 
brownies, and chicken tacos.

Maddy Robinson, Food Technology Teacher

Alex and Lauren.

Templar and Britney.

Wattle Class is working hard, following the recipe to make brownies. 

Mckenzie, Zoe and Alana.
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Student Activities – Visual Design & History

Stage 6 Visual Design
This term, Stage 6 Visual Design students have been 
studying Wearable Design: Jewellery and Accessories. 
We commenced the unit with an exploration of the role 
of jewellery and accessories in different cultures before 
students created a one-pager in their art diaries.

Students engaged in a range of practical activities 
throughout the term, including the creation of a proto-
type for a culture-inspired bag. We then worked with the 
fabulous Sue Tyrrell to develop our skills in embroidery 
and applique, techniques that students would need to 
showcase in their final assessment task project.

For the culminating project in this unit, students were asked 
to consider their personal interpretations of ‘growth’. They 
were required to create a mood board, which then informed 
their preliminary designs for a functional accessory.

Kirsty Cammish, Visual Design Teacher

Stage 5 History

Through their research, students are developing 
critical historical skills, including analysing 
evidence, understanding perspectives, and 
forming historical arguments.

This unit encourages students to think deeply 
about Australia’s history and how past events 
continue to shape the nation today.

Madison Penrith, History Teacher

This term, Stage 5 History students have been exploring Australia’s past in the unit Making a Nation. They have 
been investigating key events and developments between 1750 and 1918, including European settlement, the 
experiences of non-Europeans, living conditions, and the journey towards self-government and democracy.

As part of their depth study, students are researching a significant historical topic that shaped Australia during this 
period. They have chosen from themes such as the impacts of European settlement on Indigenous Australians, 
working and living conditions in the 1900s, the bubonic plague, and the fight for better wages and conditions. 

History posters by Kaileigh Forrester, Reilly James Chapman and Tristan Ford-Lillie.

Colita and Mel, working on their appliques.

One-pagers by Stevie and Joel.

Charlie’s 
‘Growth’ 
mood 
board.
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Student Activities – PDHPE

Stage 5 PDHPE
As part of their practical Personal Development, Health and Physical 
Education (PDHPE) assessment, students were challenged to design 
and perform a 30-movement fitness or dance routine, staying in 
rhythm to a beat of their choice.

They could base their routine on styles such as dance, boxing, 
fitness exercises, or basketball footwork, demonstrating fluency, 
creativity, and adaptability. In addition to performing their routine—
either live or via video—students justified their movement choices, 
explaining how they contributed to performance or fitness. 

This engaging task encouraged students to think critically about 
movement, coordination, and rhythm while promoting an active 
and enjoyable approach to physical education.

This term, students have been taking part in the Exercise Your Mind 
unit during their theory lessons, learning about the challenges 
young people face and how to develop a positive mindset to 
navigate them. They have explored different strengths and skills to 
help manage stress and improve wellbeing.

A key focus of the unit has been on mental fitness and how students 
can support their own and others’ wellbeing. They examined social 
attitudes towards mental health and the importance of seeking help 
when needed. They also learned how to recognise when someone 
might be struggling and practised ways to start a conversation and 
offer support.

In their theory lessons, students have explored strategies to 
strengthen their mindset, including staying active, setting goals, 
and practising positive self-talk. Pictured (right) is an example of a 
student-researched strategy that can enhance mental fitness.

Brenda McKinnon & Madison Penrith, PDHPE Teachers

... students have explored strategies 
to strengthen their mindset ...
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Student Activities – Mathematics

Stage 5 Mathematics
Throughout Term One, Year 9 and 10 Mathematics students have explored key concepts in Indices and Numbers 
of Any Magnitude, deepening their understanding of mathematical operations and their applications. Students 
have developed skills in working with powers and roots, scientific notation, and the manipulation of extremely 
large and small numbers—essential for real-world problem-solving in science, finance, and technology.

One class has also taken on the additional challenge of Surds, tackling the complexities of irrational numbers and 
their simplifications. Through problem-solving activities and real-life applications, students have strengthened their 
algebraic reasoning and gained confidence in working with exact values rather than decimal approximations.  
This solid foundation will support their success in future mathematical topics and problem-solving scenarios.

Brenda McKinnon, Mathematics Teacher

Stage 6 Mathematics
Throughout Term One, Year 11 and 12 Mathematics students have focused on the core area of Algebra, refining 
their skills in Simultaneous Equations and Types of Relationships. Simultaneous Equations challenged students to 
apply their knowledge to real-world contexts, requiring them to translate word problems into algebraic equations 
and solve for unknowns. This deepened their problem-solving abilities and highlighted the practical applications 
of algebra in areas such as finance, engineering, and science.

In exploring Types of Relationships, students examined linear, quadratic, and exponential functions, as well as 
direct variation. They developed their ability to analyse and interpret these relationships both algebraically and 
graphically, strengthening their understanding of how different equations model real-life scenarios. These skills 
form a crucial foundation for further mathematical study and applications beyond the classroom.

Brenda McKinnon, Mathematics Teacher

WRCS designated breaks:   9am to 9:30am    |    11:30am to 12:15pm    |    1:15pm to 1:30pm
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These skills form 
a crucial foundation 

for further mathematical 
study and applications 
beyond the classroom.


